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UM SCHOOL HONORED FO R TREATM ENT O F AM ERICAN INDIAN STUDENTS
MISSOULA-The School of Forestry at The University of Montana-Missoula was honored by the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes last month for its efforts to mentor, recruit and retain
American Indian students.
Michael Durglo Jr., a representative of the Salish and Kootenai Tribes, recognized the
school for its treatment of Indian students in forestry, wildlife biology, resource conservation
and natural resources during the Graduate School’s third annual reception honoring Indian
graduate and law students. There are currently 37 Indian graduate and law students enrolled at
UM.
About 90 people attended the event, including University faculty, staff, administrators
and students. Family members of Indian students also were invited. The Yamcut Drum group
from the St. Ignatius area on the Flathead Indian Reservation performed an honor song for the
School of Forestry during the reception.
This recognition of the forestry school was initiated by Victoria Yazzie-Durglo, a
forestry doctoral student and member of the Navajo Nation. She commended the school for
having a unique supportive group of people willing to help strengthen diversity on campus and
the quality of Indian students with recruitment and retention. Yazzie-Durglo honored Perry
Brown, forestry school dean, and faculty members Donald Potts and Ronald Wakimoto in
particular as individuals who are truly advocates for native people.
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